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Thailand is a country of 60 million people.  (The peo-
ple love their king and queen, who celebrated sixty 
years on the throne in 2006!). Even though it is the 
most Buddhistic country in the world, there is a real 
hunger for Scriptures and full freedom of religion 
in spite of the dark-
ness of Buddhism. 
Fifty percent of Thai 
Christians became 
Christians through 
reading Christian lit-
erature.  

We travelled to Thai-
land under the aus-
pices of Mennonite 
Brethren Mission and 
Service International 
(MBMSI) to visit mis-
sionaries and see the 
mission fi eld needs. 
We took a box of 
assorted Scriptures 
with us, not quite knowing what to take or how 
open the country would be. We soon realized that 
we hadn’t taken nearly enough. Almost everyone 
knows some English, and they love easy-to-read 
English literature. 

Our fi rst visit was to an area in North Thailand, Chi-
ang Rai, where we stayed at the guesthouse on the 
Mekong River. The next morning, while we waited 
for the MBMSI country manager, Ricky Sanchez, to 
arrive, we walked along the Mekong River to see 
the sights. That’s where we encountered a group of 
schoolchildren. 

Later we saw these same children in a gazebo by 
the Mekong River. Their teacher was going to read 

to them from the book Thumbelina (in English). 
When she saw us, she asked one of us to read the
book. Helen consented, and  they listened with rapt 
attention. While Helen was reading to them, I hur-
ried back to our guesthouse to get two LifeLight 

New Testaments to give to 
the teachers. They accepted 
them gladly. 

Later I learned that English is 
taught in all public schools and 
many ESL classes in Thailand, 
and that the easy-to-read Life-
Light NT would be a welcome 
addition to many students’ re-
sources. 

We have since shipped one 
pallet of 2000 New Testa-
ments to MBMSI to deliver to 
the missionaries around the 
MBMSI world. Anyone go-
ing to a mission fi eld will be 
encouraged to take as many 

Scriptures as they can. Please call MBMSI in Abbots-
ford (888-964-7627) or our Winnipeg offi ce (204-
339-3770) if you are able to take some Scriptures 
overseas. They are always welcome from China to 
Bangkok and 
Phuket. God 
will bless you 
for it. Your do-
nation helps 
us buy more 
S c r i p t u r e s 
so others 
too may be 
blessed! 

Raymond Dueck is the president of LifeLight Minis-
tries. He and his wife, Martha, have four children. 
They live in Winnipeg and attend the Eastview 
Community Church.

More photos at www.dueckpics.blogspot.com.
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Happy New Year 2007

Expect great things

 from God! 

Attempt great things

 for God!

Heading South this Winter? 

Pack a few Bibles in your 
suitcase! Many vacationers are 
adding an extra dimension to 
their holidays by distributing 
Scriptures to people with whom 
they have contact. 

Spanish Scriptures:  
- Paperback New Testament 
- How to Find God 
- God’s Light Bible 
- Spanish/English NT 
- Four Spiritual Laws
- The Plan of Life 
- Bilingual Bible 
- Gospel of John 
- Free on the Inside 
- My City, My God 
- Large-Print Bible 
- The Story of Jesus 
- Would You Like to Know 
Jesus?
- Smile! God Loves You! 

Call us for more information.

…Where there is no way, God has a way.
In November, my husband, Pieter, and I went to a 
new truck stop, requested to speak to the manager, 
and asked him if we could bring Christmas parcels on 
Christmas Day, for truckers who could not be home 
for Christmas. He asked if there would be Christian 
literature in them. We told him that they would have 
New Testaments, especially for truckers, in them. He 
responded, “I’m sorry. We cannot give you permission 
to come on our property,” and left. 

We went home, prayed a lot, and talked to a Transport 
for Christ chaplain. We told him about our experience, 
and he advised us to try another truck stop (Deacon’s 
Corner). God answered our prayers, and we were giv-
en permission to distribute the parcels there.

On Christmas Eve, we went to the Husky truck stop; 
it was dark, and the restaurant was closed. We waited 
a while, and eventually a truck stopped. We told the 
driver, “We have something for you.” I gave him the 
parcel and, with tears in his eyes, he thanked us. We 
felt that God had sent us there just for him! 

We continued on to Deacon’s Corner, and in two hours 
we had given away the twenty-fi ve packages we had 
with us. Early the next morning (Christmas Day) we 
went back to Deacon’s Corner. Most of the truckers 
were still sleeping, but slowly they starting getting up. 
One of the drivers told us that several years ago he had 
received a parcel from us, and he always remembered 
that. He said that his wife had divorced him and that 
he missed his children so much. He thanked me for the 
gift and gave me a big hug. 

A man and his wife were on their way to New Bruns-
wick. We gave both of them a parcel; they thanked us 
and told us, as did many  others, that something like 

this had never happened to them before.

On the way home we praised the Lord for the bless-
ing of serving Him and asked Him to bless the Bibles 
that were given out. Thank you to those who helped 
us with donations and with their prayers. We give God 
the glory!

This letter appeared in the Winnipeg Free Press in De-
cember 2006: 

God MadGod Made a Waya Way 
Maria Vlaming

 For some time I have been meaning to say 
thanks to some very special people in Winnipeg. 
Two years ago, on Christmas Eve, my son was 
parked at a truck stop in his semi, with a desti-
nation that would take him even farther from his 
home. He was feeling a bit low about being away 
from home, but his evening got even worse. 
 As his parents, we had to notify him that his 
sister had rolled her vehicle and, while she would 
recover, she would spend at least a week in hos-
pital. It was a tough call to make, and I doubt that 
he slept very much that night. 
 On Christmas morning, some people from one 
of Winnipeg’s churches knocked on his semi door 
and gave him a Christmas present, which consisted 
of some home baking, soap, toothpaste, and other 
such sundries. My son has often said that it was 
truly the best Christmas present he ever received. 
For him, his stopover in Winnipeg will always rep-
resent the true meaning of Christmas. I want these 
people to know that, for this young man, this act of 
kindness was so very deeply appreciated. 

Visit the LifeLight Ministries Booth

Missionfest 2007

• Winnipeg: February 2-4

• Edmonton: February 23-25

• Toronto: March 1-3
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